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Session III  begins November 20 for Christmas Eve Singing
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Drummet. The children will sing on Christmas Eve at the 4 pm service. 
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whether or not involved in Sessions 1 or 2.

Session IV

Kids of the Kingdom  - Mini Musical – Sermon on the “Mound”; 8 
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on Blessing of the Sports Sunday.

Sonbeam Choir (K-1st grades) -  New Testament Focus  
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&       sonbeams
Children’s Choirs 

in Worship During 
November

The Sonbeams continue their focus 
of this school year on Jesus and 
his teachings by singing about The 
Wise and Foolish Builders in 11 am 
worship on November 13. 

The Kids of the Kingdom Choir rings 
a special Thanksgiving hymn in 9 am 
Worship November 20.  Support our 
youngest music ministers with your 
presence in worship.

 
MESSIAH

Presented by the Chancel Choir

 and Instrumentalists

DECEMBER 18 AT 9 AM

Choral Music, Our Advent Tradition 
The multi-week preparation usually begins the � rst week of October 
during the regular Chancel Choir rehearsal time. Since weekly worship 
music is still being prepared, the Christmas music is initially rehearsed 
during a small portion, 30-45 minutes, of the regular rehearsal time. As the 
worship presentation date draws nearer, the amount of time allocated to 
the major work increases, becoming most of the 1 hour and 45 minutes 
rehearsal by early December.  

The major works are accompanied by our Church Organist and hired 
instrumentalists. The instrumentalists are arranged through a Contractor 
and vary with each presentation depending on how the composer or 
arranger arranged the music. The day before the worship presentation 
there is one dress rehearsal where the choir and instrumentalists put it all 
together, usually lasting two hours.

Major works that have been presented to the Glory of God in the last 
twenty years have included:
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�3�1Christmas Ornaments, Randol Alan Bass
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�3�1Glad Tidings , Randol Alan Bass

�
�3�1Hodie, Z. Randall Stroope
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Carol Collections, ���˜�‘�—�1���ž�4�1�Ž�›
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*John Colson, long-time church and choir member, directed the 1992 presentation of the Messiah. 

Seasonal Singers join regular members and commit to being present at the majority of the rehearsals and the dress rehearsal. 
The choir has often been blessed by Seasonal Singers who decided to become less seasonal and more regular!

“Happy Birthday,  
  Jesus” Party!
Sunday, December 11 

After each Christmas Alive performance 
in the High Court.

Fun Crafts & Treats

Invite your Neighbors!

HE SENDS
the breezes and the sunshine 

History of Children’s Mission Clubs

In the Children’s Ministry, children 
have always been a part of the Church 
Missions by making things for others, 
or collecting clothes and having food 
drives.

They equally participate in these types 
of missions, but rarely did they see who 
received their gifts and the joy their 
works bring to others.

As a consequence, in 1990 we started 
‘Faithbuilders’ club- an after school 
mission club that met once a month.

Faithbuilders served in the church by 
cleaning the sanctuary, and away from 
the church by hosting parties at the 
SER-Niños School in the Gulfton area. 

Our Mission Ministry grew so fast that 
we formed three age group clubs.

Today Kindergarten- 2nd graders serve 
as Faithbuilders; 3rd graders serve as 
Mighty Missions; and 4th-5th graders 
serve as S.A.L.T. (Student Action Leading 
Too).

We have about 45-50 kids in our clubs 
now! Children are able to experience 
what it is like to serve God through 
“hands on missions.” We have 
witnessed people cry with joy, hold 
our hands, thank us in Spanish, and 
many-many times we hear “God Bless 
You. ”Our annual “Turkey Time” has 
become one of our favorites- we just 
see families walking the streets of the 
Gulfton area and we get out to deliver 
them a thanksgiving turkey as well as a 
bag of food while saying, “This is from 
God’s Church.” Most people respond 
by saying, “I don’t have money”, while 
others say, “It’s a gift from God.”

We have seen Jesus when we witnessed 
a small boy carrying a turkey on his 
bicycle handle-bars, quickly peddling 
home to share the gift with his loved 
ones. 

We have gained many many other 
memories from our Christmas toy 
events, � lling the shelves at CCSC, 
sorting medical supplies for Medical 
Bridges, planting � owers for our senior 
members, and making a surprise dinner 
for an ill church member.

One time an elementary boy took one 

of the Christmas toys and told us to 
wait... he ran back to his apartment 
and brought a picture he had drawn. 
He proudly gave us the pictures and 
a big hug.  I am not sure that he really 
understood what he gave us, the joy of 
sharing God’s Grace.

We give thanks to our Church Mission’s 
Committee that helps support “hands 
on missions” for children.

We pile into vans together. We see God 
at work. We see him every time. 

I pray that these are just tiny little 
footsteps into a lifetime of being God’s 
servants.

Oh No... Its Turkey Time again.    

January 22, 2012

Nationally known Christian Artist 
Mary Rice Hopkins is giving a family 
concert and Puppet Show right here at 
West U Methodist!

Check her out at
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR!


